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PROTON EXORA – A TRULY MALAYSIAN MPV

Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak (2nd left) with Tun Dr Mahathir Mohd (2nd right) at the lauching of the Proton Exora MPV at the Kuala Lumpur Convention Centre. - 15 April, 200
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The Exora features the 1.6 CamPro CPS engine with 4-speed automatic transmission and is available in two variants, Medium-Line at RM69,998 (OTR) and High-Line at RM75,998 (OTR), with 2 airbags as standard. The Exora is available in six colours - Pyrite Brown, Gaia Blue, Genetic Silver, Tranquillity Black, Blue Haze and Solid White
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Prime Minister Najib Tun Razak launches Malaysia’s first home-grown MPV 

Kuala Lumpur, 15 April 2009 – Prime Minister Dato’ Sri Mohd Najib bin Tun Abdul Razak today officially launched the much anticipated Proton Exora, Malaysia’s first home-grown multipurpose vehicle (MPV).

Unveiling the new MPV with the Prime Minister were PROTON Holdings Berhad Chairman Datuk Mohd. Nadzmi Mohd. Salleh and Managing Director Dato’ Haji Syed Zainal Abidin Syed Mohamed Tahir. Former Prime Minister Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamed, the person instrumental in launching the national car project in 1983, was also present with Tun Siti Hasmah Mohamed Ali to witness the launch.

The launch was attended by several Cabinet Ministers and Deputy Ministers, foreign dignitaries and other distinguished guests.

The launch today marked a milestone not only for PROTON but for the country as well as the Exora is Malaysia’s first locally produced MPV encompassing almost 90% of local parts and components. The Exora is also the first wholly “Malaysian-made” MPV from design and concept to engineering and manufacturing by PROTON.

The Exora emphasises on three main feature elements – comfort, performance and safety, which were translated into the design and quality of the vehicle. PROTON Holdings Berhad Chairman Dato’ Mohd. Nadzmi bin Mohd. Salleh described the Exora as PROTON’s answer to the needs and requirements of PROTON customers who are now more discerning.

“PROTON is now venturing into the MPV segment which has grown in popularity. The Exora will be our answer for the customers out there who are now more conscious about comfort and safety of their family members while travelling. It is designed, engineered and manufactured based on researches and market studies made by PROTON over the years,” said Dato’ Mohd.Nadzmi.

Dato’ Mohd. Nadzmi added that the introduction of the Exora indicates the advancement of the Malaysian automotive technology as it is locally produced from ground up, from the initial R&D activities right through to the design and production processes. “Being one of the pioneering team members who helped set up PROTON 25 years ago, I am indeed very proud of the achievements made by the PROTON family who have turned a vision into a reality,” he added.

"I am certain that PROTON will not stop here, but will continue to improve and increase its efforts to ensure it remains relevant and able to compete with other established global car makers,” said Dato’ Mohd. Nadzmi.

Meanwhile, PROTON Holdings Berhad Managing Director Dato’ Haji Syed Zainal Abidin Syed Mohamed Tahir said the Exora was an engineering feat for PROTON as it was developed in merely 18 months from the time PROTON fixed the design (model-fix) to production stage. “This feat has gained us much respect from our peers in the automotive industry,” he said. 

“It indicates our success in not only producing cars but also in developing a pool of capable and experienced engineers and skilled workers in the Malaysian automotive industry. We have proven that the impossible is now possible with hard work and determination.

“The Exora meets our aspiration to produce the right car at the right time and at the right price. Malaysians have already warmed up to the Exora ever since the booking for the MPV was opened on 21st February, 2009. So far, we have received more than 2,500 bookings and this is a very encouraging development for us. The level of trust given by our customers towards the MPV is heartening,” said Dato’ Syed Zainal.

"Don’t take our word for it. Please do come over to any of the 293 Proton Edar and EON sales offices nationwide to see and experience the Exora yourself,” added Dato’ Syed Zainal. 

The night also saw the first four Exora owners receiving their keys from the Prime Minister and driving home in their brand new Exoras. The Exora owners were three early bird customers, Syed Mohd Lutfi bin Syed Hamzah, Ramamuthie a/l Varathan and Teng Kim Hong and winner of the MPV Naming Contest, Norsholihan binti Abd Eanich.

The Exora features the 1.6 CamPro CPS engine with 4-speed automatic transmission and is available in two variants, Medium-Line at RM69,998 (OTR) and High-Line at RM75,998 (OTR), with 2 airbags as standard. The Exora is available in six colours - Pyrite Brown, Gaia Blue, Genetic Silver, Tranquillity Black, Blue Haze and Solid White.

About PROTON
PROTON, established in 1983, is Malaysia's largest manufacturer of automobiles. With operations in key market centers from UK and Western Europe to the Middle East, and across South-East Asia and Australasia, PROTON produces cars to suit a range of consumer demands and preferences. The offerings include versatile and reliable four-door family vehicles, two-door hatchbacks for the young-at-heart, luxurious and stylish executive sedans, as well as the worldrenowned sports cars from Lotus.

PROTON’s inception as a key driver of national development has seen the brand accelerate its learning curve through technology transfer with strategic partnerships and technical collaborations. PROTON cars are now steadily on track to achieving the mission for the future, gearing up to achieve the promise of a marque which builds cars with passion and soul; cars which are a delight to drive and a pleasure to own.
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The long winding road

Proton
PROTON Holdings Bhd was the brainchild of Tun Mahathir Mohamad as part of the country’s drive towards industrialisation. The concept of a national car was first born after Mahathir visited the Mitsubishi Motors in 1981 and in February 1982, the Cabinet approved the national car project and in May 1983, Perusahaan Otomobil Nasional (Proton) signed an agreement with Mitsubishi on the many facets of manufacturing a car in Malaysia.
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Datuk Mohd Nadzmi Mohd Salleh 

Production of the Proton Saga, a name that was chosen in a contest, started in September 1985 and was essentially a rebadged Mitsubishi. As production grew so did the vendor base in the country which eventually saw a growing percentage of the car being made in the country.

Initial sales of Proton cars were hampered by a recession in the mid-1980s but by September 1987, Proton had produced its 50,000th car.

In 1988, Mitsubishi took control of Proton’s management and by December 1989, the company rolled out its 150,000th car from its production line.

In 1989, Proton started a local engine assembly project and by May 1990, the company had produced its 200,000th car.

Sales of Proton cars grew rapidly during the early 1990s after the Iswara and Wira models were launched. In July 1993, Proton produced its 500,000th and within the next two years, the company rolled out new cars such as the Satria and the Perdana. The success and growing importance of Proton had made it a target for takeover and in November 1995, the late Tan Sri Yahaya Ahmad acquired a controlling stake in Proton.

That was followed by the launch of the Tiara – which was the first poor performer for the company – in April 1996 and by October 1996, Proton, through Yahaya, had taken control of Lotus. Yahaya then replaced long serving managing director Datuk Mohd Nadzmi Mohd Salleh with Tengku Mahaleel Tengku Ariff.

Proton and the country was then shocked by the death of Yahaya in a helicopter crash in March 1997 and stewardship of the company was then passed on to Tan Sri Mohd Saleh Sulong.

The technical skills of Lotus was then used in the rollout of the Perdana V6 and the Satria Gti in November 1998. The Asian Financial Crisis had taken its toll on Proton and its parent company then, the DRB-HICOM group and in December 2000,the DRB-HICOM group sold its controlling interest in Proton to Petroliam Nasional Bhd.

The new millennium, however, was not kind to Proton. Its fortunes were mixed at best with success in the Waja model but models such as the Arena and the 1.8 litre version of the Waja did poorly. Its market share started to slide, which at its peak was over 60%. And as total market volume grow, non-national car makes found favour with buyers once again and a Perusahaan Otomobil Kedua Sdn Bhd (Perodua) - the second national car - started to perform better.

In 2004, Proton launched the GEN.2 which saw the first Proton model that featured the company’s proprietary Campro engine.

Sales of the GEN.2 did not meet expectations and by March 2004, Proton ended its longtime association with Mitsubishi.

The bitter break up left Proton to chart its own future and in the same month, Proton had also disassembled its wholesale agreement with Edaran Otomobil Nasional Bhd and appointed the former exclusive distributor a super dealer as it prepared its own subsidiary Proton Edar to take on the role of wholesale distributor.

The turbulent times within Proton took another turn for the worse after it launched the Proton Savvy in July 2005. Sales disappointed and in controversial fashion, sold motorcycle subsidiary MV Augusta for one euro as the company was faced with a huge impending debt bill from the Italian company.

The following couple of years were also unkind to Proton which was left with a stable of old cars, unwanted models, falling market share and financial deterioration which saw the companies fall dramactically, culminating in a loss of RM589.5mil in the company’s 2007 financial year.

But Proton’s fortune slowly improved after the company’s balance sheet was cleaned up and after the launch of Persona.

The immediate success of the Persona and the turnaround management was experiencing in the company was the impetus for top management to go to the Government and request that a widely expected deal between Proton and Volkswagen be callled off and the company be given a chance to chart its own course.

Management’s wish was granted by the Government in January last year, the company with the launch of the new Proton Saga finally weaned itself off the first two most successful models in its short history.

In December last year, Proton revived ties with Mitsubishi when it signed a development agreement with its former partner and shareholder. The first act of the new ties would be for the replacement model for the Waja and in March this year, Proton entered into a licensing and contract assembly deals with Detroit Electric for an electric car based on the Persona and GEN.2 platform.

Perodua
PERUSAHAAN Otomobil Kedua Sdn Bhd (Perodua) was established in 1993 and was to spearhead the country’s development of a compact car. The entry of Perodua as the second national car maker was viewed to be not a competitor to Proton but rather complement the industry by making compact cars for Malaysians.

Perodua was a joint-venture company between Malaysian and Japanese partners and the shareholders of Perodua are UMW Corp with 38% stake, Daihatsu Motor (20%), MBM Resources Bhd (20%), PNB Equity Resources Corp Sdn Bhd (10%), Mitsui & Co (7%) and Daihatsu Malaysia (5%).

The factory was officially opened by former prime minister Tun Mahathir Mohamad in August 1994 and the company’s first car – the Kancil – was launched on Aug 29 the same year.

With the initial capacity of the factory at about 45,000 cars a year, demand for the Kancil was strong and in just over a year, in December 1995, the company rolled out its 50,000th car. The success of the Kancil led to Perodua launching its first national commercial vehicle, the Rusa in March 1996.

In May 1997, production capacity was raised to 120,000 units annually and by January 1997, Perodua rolled out its 100,000th car and in August 1998, the company unveiled another first in Malaysia, the country’s first locally assembled four-wheel drive vehicle, the Kembara.
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Tan Sri Abdul Rahman Omar 

Perodua continued to prosper in the following years as new models added to the success of the Kancil, which in September 1999 rolled out its 250,000th car under the stewardship of former managing director Tan Sri Abdul Rahman Omar.

New models were subsequently introduced which saw the Perodua Kenari introduced in June 2000 and in August the next year, the Kelisa was launched in Malaysia.

In 2002, the new look Kancil was launched and marked the first time a major facelift for the Kancil was done.

Access to Daihatsu’s parent company Toyota’s technology led to the Kembara gaining access to Toyota’s DVVT technology that boosted engine performance and lowered petrol consumption.

A huge turning point in Perodua’s history came in May 2005 when the Myvi was launched. The car was a wild commercial success for Perodua and initial sales were more than double what the company had originally forecast. Huge waiting lists ensued and Perodua devoted more resources to building the Myvi.

When Perodua rolled out its millionth car on August that year, what it achieved in December that year was arguably an even bigger milestone.

In December 2005, Perodua, helped by the popularity of the Myvi, surpassed Proton in terms of monthly sales and has remained the largest seller of national cars since.

In October 2006 Perodua’s Myvi receives the Autocar Asean‘s Car of The Year 2005/2006 Award and in October that year, the company had produced its 100,000th Myvi. By March 2007, its market share was over 50%.

In May 2007, Perodua launched the Viva hoping that it would emulate the sales performance of the Myvi and in September that year, the Perodua Viva received the Car of the Year Autocar Asean Award 2007 in the Supermini segment.

In June 2007, the Myvi received the Best Model of the Year (Malaysia) Award at the Frost & Sullivan 2007 Asean Automotive Awards and in June 2008, the Viva received the Best Value for Money Model of the Year (Malaysia) at Frost & Sullivan Asean Automotive 2008 Awards.

Perodua cars continue to do well in Malaysia due to not only the compact size and fuel efficiency, but also the affordabilty of its cars. Those characteristics were important in making Perodua cars appealing to first-time buyers, usually comprising fresh graduates, which account for 30% to 35% of the company’s sales and those who are joining the workforce for the first time.

Apart from fresh graduates and new workers, Perodua cars were also popular as an additional car for a family as that accounts for about 40% of the company’s sales. The car is also popular as a first car among young adults.
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Proton unveils its first MPV, the Exora

By HONG BOON HOW

Click here for a review of the Exora !

Or click this link : http://star-motoring.com/news/story.asp?file=/2009/4/15/motorreviews/20090415223452&sec=motorreviews
Or here : http://star-motoring.com/blog/permalink.asp?id=484
KUALA LUMPUR: Proton Holdings Bhd unveiled its first multipurpose vehicle (MPV), the Exora, to the public in a gala event here Wednesday night.

Launched by Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak, the 1.6-litre Exora has already received orders of 2,500 units, even before its public unveiling.

The seven-seater -- Proton’s most important model for the year -- also marks the company’s entry into the MPV market, which is growing domestically and regionally.

In addition to an interior that is easily more spacious than other MPVs in its engine class, the Exora also comes with a separate air-conditioner blower with ceiling mounted vents for the second and third row passengers.

Large doors allows for easy entry and exit while the second and third row seats can be folded for a flat floor layout when carrying bulky items.

The vehicle is also not short on safety features with dual front airbags, pretensioner seatbelts and an anti-lock braking system with electronic brake-force distribution.

In the safety department, the MPV has the equivalent of a four-star crash safety rating in the European New Car Assessment Programme (Euro NCAP).

The vehicle also has a steering wheel with audio buttons, reverse sensors, an immobiliser and radio/ CD player that supports MP3 and WMA files and Bluetooth handsfree connectivity.

The Exora is a result of an investment of RM450mil and 18 months of intense in-house research and development, the company said.

It is powered by a 1.6-litre CamPro CPS engine with 125bhp and torque of 150Nm, and is available in a four-speed automatic version, in trim levels of Mid-Line and Hi-Line.

The Mid-Line Exora costs RM69,998 and the Hi-Line variant, RM75,998 for the metallic colours.

The Hi-Line variant gets additional features such as a rear DVD monitor, tinted glass, portable satellite navigation system, cruise control, fog lamps, rear spoiler, and leather seats and finishing.

Colour choices are Solid White, Genetic Silver, Tranquillity Black, Blue Haze, Pyrite Brown and Gaia Blue.

Proton is expected to attract interest ahead of the launch of its MPV, Exora by Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib Razak. Since April 8, the share price had surged from RM1.86 to RM2.40 on April 14.

MIDF Research Team said the run-up in Proton’s share price was underpinned by speculation of a possible merger with Perodua and expectations of a turnaround with the launching of the eagerly anticipated MPV – the Exora.

“Booking stood at more than 2,500 units, which is lower than expected but we anticipate demand to pick up strongly after the launching today as and when car buyers have the opportunity to view and test drive the MPV. 

“During the current testing times, the Exora might the one to push Proton onto a higher level and spark the turnaround that is long overdue. *Maintain Trading Buy with target price upped to RM2.90 per share,” it said.

